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total number of sheep earned is about 120 million repre
sentmg one sixth of the world s flocks The population
engaged in sheep and cattle raising is widely scattered
Although about one third of Australia s sheep are carried on
wheat farms most of the remainder are to be found on the
large runs of the interior The boundary nder must cover
hundreds of square miles in the performance of his duty
and under the difficult conditions of an and climate he
requires great skill and patience to keep the stock m good
condition Droughts mean enormous losses to the station
owners of Australia and affect the general prosperity of the
country very deeply
Australian wool is mainly of the fine merino type   and
buyers gather from all over the world to bid for the clip of
which about 90 per cent  is exported    Wool sales are con
ducted in the season at the capital cities and also at Geelong
and Launceston     The chief buyers before the war repre
sented Great Britain France Japan Belgium and Germany
An increasing proportion of the clip is being used in local
textile manufacture
The sheep industry also provides mutton and lamb for
home consumption and export In 1939 Australia supplied
lamb and mutton to the value of iA6 million to the United
Kingdom This was 30 per cent of the British import
Although the cattle industry is not as important as that
of sheep raising there are over 13 millions of cattle in
Australia which are the basis of the dairying and beef mdus
tries In the hotter and wetter conditions of the north and
in the areas with more than 20 inches of ram roam the
cattle that are the basis of the beef trade The development
of the export trade in butter led to a great expansion of
dairy herds and these are found mainly in a \\ell watered
temperate belt 100 to 200 miles wide along the east and